


FAQNNIN REU Program
#1: Am I eligible for the program?

There are three requirements for eligibility for all applicants: 1] U.S. citizen or Permanent Resident, 
2] 18 years of age or older, 3] not graduating before the end of the program (August 2010).

#2: Does my major fit?
We hire most every science and engineering major there is! And that includes computer science.

#3: Do you hire freshmen?
Yes! Mostly sophomores and juniors because of their course completions, but we hire a number of frosh every year.
It doesn’t cost much to apply and is good experience! Keep applying until you get in!

#4: Can I choose my site to do research?
Yes! You will be asked to choose your top five preferred sites.

#5: Can I choose my research project?
No! However, you will be asked to indicate your interests. Working with #4, we will do our best to match you to a 
suitable research project that will interest you. With over 75 REU projects at 14 NNIN sites, allowing the applicants 
to choose a project is not feasible.

#6: How many students typically apply?
We typically receive around 700 applications, of which about 500 are actually completed. This sounds like a lot,
but by the end of the award process, more than 120 receive an offer! This is because some applicants accept 
another offer and withdraw, or decline our offer.

#7: Do I really have to write an essay?
Yes! This really is a critical component of your application. Take time and care with your essay. Put some thought into
your interest in nano-research. Let us know who you are. Get it proofread! Make sure your name is on every page!

#8: What will I do during the summer? How long is the internship?
You will be focusing on doing research and you will be working as part of a research group. There will also be 
other activities (technical seminars, after work fun, etc). The internship is 10 weeks long, June to August 2010.

#9: What kind of projects will I work on?
See http://www.nnin.org/nnin_reu.html for examples from past years.

#10: Will I work alone?
No, you will be working closely with someone from your research group: graduate student, post doc, or sometimes 
the PI him/herself.

#11: How much will it cost me? How much will I earn?
Interns receive a $4000 stipend, and housing and travel are included. In most cases, you have to pay for your food.

#12: What is special about the NNIN REU program?
Plenty of things!! A single application goes to 14 different sites, for over 75 projects. You get the opportunity of 
spending the summer and working at great universities. There is a special convocation at the end of the summer 
where you present your work and see what the other interns have been working on.

#13: What is that thing about the 2nd summer research experience-the NNIN iREU???
A selected group of NNIN REU participants will be able to work closely with scientists in Germany and Japan!
The selection criteria will be based on your summer work, recommendations from this experience, your qualifications, 
and commonality of interests for the coming year. There will be an opportunity to apply at the end of the REU program.

#14: Can I take a class while I’m in the REU program?
We do not allow taking any classes or having any other job than the research internship during the ten weeks.  
Ten weeks is a very short time in the world of research and any distractions will hamper your experience.

#15: I’m from a small school and I’ve never done research. Can I apply?
Yes! Please do!! Research experience is not necessary. We strongly and especially encourage students from 
small schools — and minority/female students — to apply. Be sure to write a strong essay on your interests. 




